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GUSD files legal action against Juul

Glendale is 9th safest city in US

NEWS
In Brief

*Congratulations to senior Jamie Fritz on being named a semifinalist in a scholar-
ship competition sponsored by the Coca-Cola Scholars Foundation. She is one of 
1,928 students nationally to be selected out of a group of 93,000 applicants.

*What are Restorative Practices? Restorative Practice is a framework for build-
ing community and for responding to challenging behavior through authentic di-
alogue, coming to understanding, and making things right. Restorative Practices 
support healthy relationships among all stakeholders to help our staff and students 
meet with daily success in their efforts to learn and grow personally, socially, and 
academically. 

*The yearbook staff is accepting Senior Baby Pictures and Senior Quotes for the 
2019 yearbook. Baby pictures must be emailed to ghsstylus@gmail.com. Senior 
quote forms can be picked up in room 6110. It’s not too late to have your senior 
portrait taken. Make an appointment at whites-studios.com and have the photo 
taken by Jan. 11.

*Procedures for work permits: Visit the GHS website: https://www.gusd.net/do-
main/2261 Click on Work Permit to print out the application. Make sure to fill it 
out completely and print clearly. Remember your Social Security number. Take 
the completed application to room 4112 to your counselor. They will check your 
grades, grad status, credits, behavior, and attendance, and then give final approval. 
Once approved, take your application to room 4113 during snack or lunchtime only. 
The office will inform you on when you may pick up your work permit. If you are 
unable to print the application from home you can pick one up in room 1110, in the 
Main Office during snack or lunch.

Poetry Out Loud is a national speech recitation contest.  High school stu-
dents choose two poems from a database of about 500 poems, memorize 
them, and then recite them. There is a site contest, a district contest, a 
county contest, and then a state and national contest. The GHS speakers 
from left to right are: Melani Matian, Davit Toroyan, Ella Wasson, Karina 
Balekjian, Daisy Pugazhenthi, Nora Manukyan, John Calica (and David 
Chibukhchian-- not pictured).

On Tuesday, Nov. 24, the Glendale 
Unified School District filed a lawsuit 
against Juul Labs Inc., joining the L.A Uni-
fied School in the suit.

Juul Labs Inc. is an American electron-
ic cigarette company which spun off from 
Pax Labs in 2017. It makes the Juul e-cig-
arette, which packages nicotine salts from 
leaf tobacco into one-time use cartridges. 

Given the high nicotine concentra-
tions in Juul, the nicotine-related health 
consequences of its use by young people 
could be more severe than those from their 
use of other e-cigarette products. Two for-
mer smokers and creators of Juul, Adam 
Bowen and James Monsees, were quoted as 
saying that Juul’s mission is to “improve the 
lives of one billion adult smokers by elimi-
nating cigarettes.” But they never took into 
consideration that more than 5.3 million 
middle and high school students smoke 
their same product are deteriorating their 
own health. 

A Juul is small enough to not be de-
tected by staff in schools by looking like 

a USB flash drive. One in five students 
have seen a Juul product being smoked on 
school campuses. 

Glendale Unified Supt. Vivian Ekchian 
states that, “The vaping crisis puts student 
health at risk, negatively affects campus cul-
ture and diverts valuable district resources. 
This crisis is made worse when companies 
like Juul intentionally target young people 
in their marketing.” 

She added, “We filed a lawsuit against 
Juul Labs, Inc. to ensure the company 
cannot continue to influence young con-
sumers, and to recover costs and expens-
es spent battling the e-cigarette epidemic 
among students at GUSD.” 

GHS teacher Patrick Lancaster, who 
runs the school’s TUPE (Tobacco Use Pre-
vention Education) program said, “she 
(Ekchian) is not wrong. This issue needs to 
be stopped before it gets worse than it al-
ready is. Young people tend to flock to what 
is cool, sometimes without understanding 
all of the consequences of their behavior. 
The jury is still out on all the dangers asso-
ciated with vaping, but it doesn’t look good. 
I’m happy our district is engaged in legal 
action against Juul,” he said. 

The Glendale News-Press reported 
that the 24/7 Wall St. website ranked the 25 
safest U.S. cities among those with at least 
100,000 residents based on the FBI’s latest 
crime stats and demographics figures such 
as population growth, income and poverty.

Glendale ranked as the ninth safest 
city in the United States. The #1 ranking 
went to Irvine.

Here are the cities located in Southern 
California which made the top 25 list of 
safest cities in  America.

1. Irvine: “The low prevalence of 
crime may have been a big draw for the 
large influx of residents who moved to Ir-
vine over the past decade. From 2009 to 
2018, the population of Irvine grew by 
33.6%, more than five times the 6.6% na-
tional growth rate.” 

3. Murrieta: “Adjusted for popula-
tion, there were just 80 violent crimes per 
100,000 Murrieta residents, less than one-
fourth the national violent crime rate of 
369 incidents per 100,000 Americans.” 

8. Thousand Oaks: “While Thou-

sand Oaks is one of the safest cities in 
the country, in November 2018 a mass 
shooting took place there that left 13 
dead, including the gunman.” 

*9. Glendale: “Just 99 violent 
crimes reported per 100,000 residents in 
Glendale, the fourth-lowest rate of any 
city with a population of at least 100,000 
in California and the ninth-lowest na-
tionwide.” Glendale is the fourth-largest 
city (by population) in L.A. County and 
the 23rd-largest city in California.

15. Orange: “Just 113 violent 
crimes reported per 100,000 city resi-
dents, far less than the national violent 
crime rate.” 

19. Temecula: “Just 6.8% of resi-
dents live in poverty, and 3.5% of the 
labor force is unemployed, compared to 
the national poverty rate of 14.6% and 
an unemployment rate of 3.9%.” 

25. Santa Clarita: “Just 135 vio-
lent crimes reported per 100,000 res-
idents in 2018, far less than the corre-
sponding national rate.” 

By Natalie Rosales
Co-Editor-in-Chief

The city of Glendale was rated the ninth safest city in the United States 
by a study that used FBI crime statistics measuring violent crimes.

Homecoming wrap up
Glendale High School is a school with 

a lot of spirit. Especially when it comes to 
sports, and specifically football. 

Every year, the school puts together 
the Homecoming Game and Dance. There 
is a spirit week before the two events, 
which was in the last week of October. 

During Homecoming Week, students 
are supposed to dress up to show their spir-
it. Each day has a different theme and it 
all leads up to the Homecoming Rally and 
game on Friday and the dance on Saturday.

On Monday of that week, it was 
“Matching Monday.” Students would pick 
a partner or group whom they would like to 
go to school dressed up the same. 

On Tuesday it was “Tropical Tues-
day,” where the students come to school in 
flowered shirts or looking like a tourist. 

Wednesday was “Pajamas Day.” The 
students can wake up not even have to 
change and go to school looking and feel-
ing comfortable in their pajamas. 

Since Thursday was Halloween, stu-
dents came dressed up in their favorite 

costume, and walked around taking pic-
tures, scaring people, and receiving com-
pliments. 

Then Friday, Nov. 1 was the rally 
day. At the rally, the Homecoming court 
was introduced to the school. This rally’s 
theme was Aladdin. The rally consisted of 
all classes dressing in their predetermined 
theme. The freshmen were the “magic car-
pet and magic lamp,” the sophomores were 
“Jafar  and Iago,” the juniors were the “Ge-
nie and Abu,” and lastly, the seniors were 
“Aladdin and Jasmine.” The rally was a 
fun experience as always. 

Later that day the Homecoming foot-
ball game against Hoover High School 
was held and GHS easily won, 46-8.  Since 
Hoover did not have a varsity football team 
this season, GHS agreed to play them in 
freshmen and sophomores. At halftime of 
the game, the King (Ethan Aldrete) and 
Queen (Mary Tio) were crowned.

The next evening was the Homecom-
ing Dance. Everyone went with a special 
someone or had fun with a group. Every-
one danced, took pictures and had a good 
night screaming, singing songs. Overall it 
was a good week for the students at GHS.

By Aimy Portillo
Co-Editor-in-Chief

Photo courtesy of Holly Ciotti

Poetry in Motion
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Jesus is King
By Edwin Abramian                                                  

Coming Soon!

Call of Duty: Modern Warfare
By Greg Bedjanian                                                   

One of the most popular video game franchises, Call 
of Duty, is back with a soft reboot/prequel of their fan fa-
vorite series, Modern Warfare. 

The third and previous Modern Warfare game re-
leased in 2011 and the series went quiet after that. Call of 
Duty released futuristic COD games after which I really 
did not enjoy because it was just too unrealistic with all the 
jetpacks and superpowers you had in those games. 

When Activision announced their return to the series, 
everyone noticed the series is going back to its roots with 
the more realistic gameplay and animations. The best part, 
no silly powers and jetpacks but instead just a great mili-
tary shooter. 

I loved the story for this game because there were so 
many shocking moments that kept you interested all the 
way through. The villians in this game is the Russian mil-
itary and your main mission is to destroy a fatal gas the 
Russians are using for biological warfare. The game has 
many characters return from the original games and it was 
great to experience those iconic characters again. 

The most popular part of the series, the multiplayer 
mode, is back with a huge arsenal of weapons and up-
grades you can unlock. 

There is a lot of fun maps to play on too with a bunch 
of great modes that keeps the game fresh and exciting. 

Overall, if you loved the old COD games, I really rec-
ommend you get this new one.

Frozen II
By Natalie Rosales                                               

Frozen earned $1.28 billion globally to become the 
top-grossing animated release of all time. The musical tale 
also won numerous awards, including the Oscar for best 
animated feature and best original song (“Let It Go”). So 
it’s no surprise that Frozen II is one of the biggest box of-
fice smashes of the year. Frozen II just came out on Nov. 
22 and has already brought in $756 million at the box of-
fice, despite only having a budget of  $150 million. 

The actors that voice and bring to life the characters 
are Idina Menzel, Kristen Bell, Jonathan Groff, and Josh 
Gad. Directed by Jennifer Lee and Chris Buck, the movie 
is about Queen Elsa of the Kingdom Arendelleand trying 
to discover why she was born with magical powers. 

Her sister Anna, along with friends Kristoff, Olaf, and 
Sven, go on an adventure far away from home to solve the  
mystery of Elsa’s powers. The answers to the mystery are 
also the same ones that are threatening their kingdom. So 
they must travel far to get answers and save their home 
once again. Frozen II is a PG movie, great to see with kids 
and family. But besides being a great animation movie, 
Frozen is also known for it’s hit songs like “All is Found,” 
“Some things Never Change,” “Into the Unknown,” and 
“When I Am Older.” I really liked this movie and will rec-
ommend it to anyone that wants an adventurous and funny 
movie to watch.  In my opinion it was enjoyable to watch 
and hard to look away from. The movie was also a great 
representation of sisterhood, empowerment and love. You 
can still catch this movie in theaters near you, so go see it!  

Greenleaf- Season 4
By Cristal Hernandez                                               

Netflix brought the new season of Greenleaf on Dec 
5. The shows previous seasons involves all the drama 
within the family. The show is about the Greenleaf fam-
ily, in which they own and run a Memphis megachurch 
called Calvary Fellowship World Ministries. The family 
seems to be a loving and caring group. Beneath it all, ex-
ists scandalous secrets and lies. Greed, and sibling rivalry 
are a few issues that threaten the family’s faith and tear 
the group apart. The scandalous events are uncovered by 
Grace, the estranged daughter of church leader Bishop 
James Greenleaf, when she returns home after leaving her 
family home for 20 years. Merle Dandridge, Oprah Win-
frey, Lynn Whitfield, and Keith David play the roles of the 
main characters. 

In the show, there are good moments, but the scan-
dals occur very often in the show. It affects the family as 
a whole instead of just the individuals. There is always 
something going on in each episode and the family goes 
through it all together. The previous seasons had scandals 
that were not a big deal, and others where the entire family 
is involved. Whether it is a lie, or a secret, Grace Greenleaf 
always finds something out about her family. The storyline 
has some things that are predictable, but not all the scan-
dals are predictable. Each season has its main scandals, 
but overall, the scandals bring the show its ups and downs. 
Even though the show can be better in certain areas, such 
as not being so predictable, overall, I reccomend this show 
to watch.

The Irishman
By Sevan Asatryan                                                

The Irishman is the ninth collaboration between crit-
ically acclaimed director Martin Scorsese and equally 
critically acclaimed actor Robert De Niro. The Irishman 
is based off of the life of Frank “The Irishman” Sheeran, a 
truck driver turned hitman and associate of mobster Rus-
sell Buffalino, and his potential involvement in the disap-
pearance of powerful Teamster Jimmy Hoffa. 

The film stars De Niro as the protagonist, Sheeran, 
alongside Joe Pesci as Russell Buffalino and Al Pacino 
as Jimmy Hoffa. De Niro gives arguably his best perfor-
mance since Casino, portraying a complex character over 
the course of 50 years. Digital de-aging is used in the film 
to have the actors play characters anywhere from 40 years 
younger than their actual age to 10 years older and most of 
the time it’s close to impossible to notice. Pesci also has an 
excellent performance portraying Buffalino, the silent yet 
incredibly intimidating boss of Sheeran. 

Al Pacino also gives his best performance of the cen-
tury in his first collaboration with Scorsese, Pacino does 
an excellent job of perfecting the look and body language 
of Hoffa. The film does mostly revolve around the reign 
of Hoffa and his 1975 disappearance, but is told entirely 
from the perspective of Sheeran. The film takes its time 
showing how Sheeran came to meet Hoffa and eventual-
ly become a close associate of his. Overall, The Irishman 
didn’t disappoint and I’m glad that we got to see a film that 
does a great job of taking advantage of the talent it has in 
its leads.

Ford v Ferrari
By Sevan Asatryan                                                

Ford v Ferrari stars Matt Damon and Christian Bale 
and tells the story of a team of American automobile en-
gineers, led by Carroll Shelby (Damon) and his British 
driver, Ken Miles (Bale), who are hired by the Ford Motor 
Company to create the Ford GT40, in the hopes of defeat-
ing the dominant Ferrari racing team in the 1966 24 Hours 
of Le Mans race in France. 

The leads are excellent and dedicated to their roles in 
the film, Damon and Bale both give great performances 
that are convincing and also give the audience a reason 
to care about them. Matt Damon plays the cocky Texan 
car designer Carroll Shelby, and gives a great impression 
by mimicking the body language and attitude of the late 
great Shelby. Bale, meanwhile, also happened to lose a lot 
of weight for the film to get down the look of racer Ken 
Miles, not to mention that he finally gets to use his natural 
accent, which he doesn’t get to do very often in film. The 
film does drag a bit at a runtime of 2 hours and 32 minutes, 
but for the most part, the movie is very entertaining mostly 
because of its interesting characters and spectacular racing 
sequences. 

The cinematography during the race scenes are amaz-
ing, with smooth transitions that keep the scenes exiting, 
but also allow the audience members to know what’s go-
ing on and whose car they’re looking at. Ford v Ferrari 
was overall a refreshing and simple film that did a great 
job of executing storytelling along with utilizing its tal-
ented cast.
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Variety Show- Nov. 14 & 15
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2000
2001
2002
2003
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2005
2006
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2009

2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019

Hoover
Glendale
Hoover
Hoover
Glendale*
Glendale
Glendale
Tie, Glendale+
Glendale
Glendale

Hoover
Hoover
Glendale
Hoover
Tie
Glendale
Hoover
Hoover
Hoover
Glendale

Glendale
Hoover
Hoover
Hoover
Hoover
Glendale
Glendale
Glendale
Glendale
Glendale

Hoover
Glendale
Glendale
Hoover
Glendale
Hoover
Hoover
Glendale
Hoover
Hoover

Glendale
Hoover
Hoover
Hoover
Glendale
Glendale
Hoover
Glendale
Glendale
Glendale

Glendale
Glendale
Glendale
Hoover
Hoover
Hoover**
Glendale
Hoover
Glendale
Hoover

Glendale
Glendale
Glendale
Glendale
Glendale
Hoover
Hoover**
Glendale
Glendale
Hoover

Glendale
Glendale
Glendale
Glendale
Hoover
Glendale
Hoover
Glendale
Glendale
Hoover

Glendale
Glendale
Glendale
Glendale
Glendale
Hoover
Hoover
Hoover
No GAME PLAYED
NO VArsity game

12-6
15-0
7-0
15-6
6-0*
13-2
40-0
6-6, 12-0+
2-0
7-0

12-7
25-19
25-6
19-7
0-0
25-6
27-7
14-6
7-6
34-7

7-6
6-0
26-7
20-14
13-7
14-12
21-12
38-12
33-7
19-6

14-7
21-0
33-0
16-0
19-0
21-6
28-12
27-20
30-27
30-23

14-7
28-6
27-14
7-6
10-0
15-13
20-13
17-12
27-15
27-8

28-0
15-14
7-0
48-6
34-0
33-9**
7-0
3-0
10-6
20-14

35-6
51-0
13-3
49-7
21-14
15-14
48-34**
25-7
21-6
21-10

35-21
28-14
31-0
28-8
42-28
35-21
22-15
35-7
55-7
15-7

54-19
55-49
44-13
49-6
19-0
41-14
49-12
35-25

** Hoover forfeits- ineligible player
*  Glendale forfeits- ineligible player
+  Tie breaker to determine league champs

The close of the 2019 high 
school football season provided us 
with many of traditional elements 
that we have come to expect ev-
ery year… teams battling for the 
last available playoff 
spot, coaches looking 
for something to keep 
their returning players 
motivated through the 
long off-season, players 
wondering if this is the 
last time that they will 
ever wear a helmet and 
pads…however, the last 
week of this season also 
provided us with a few 
surprises, from some of 
the most obscure cor-
ners of the football uni-
verse.

The annual Glendale-Hoover 
meeting, dubbed the “Battle for the 
Victory Bell”, closes the season for 
both teams. It is a rivalry game that 
dates back to 1930, when Hoover 
High School opened their doors. 
Hoover won the inaugural contest, 
although Glendale has amassed a 
51-36-2 lifetime advantage. To all 
involved, this game has become 
something special, which leads us 
to this year’s contest.

To the casual observer, this 
game did not appear to be anything 
out of the ordinary. As usual, this 
was the Homecoming game for 
Glendale High. It had all of the 
usual

Homecoming components…
the band, the Homecoming Court, 
alumni, flowers, balloons, banners, 
etc. However, a deeper look reveals 
that this occasion was something 
very un-ordinary.

The teams that took the field 
for this contest were not varsity 
players. These teams were com-
prised solely of freshman and soph-
omores. 

Hoover High School, who is in 
the process of rebuilding their foot-
ball program, does not currently 
have a varsity team. So, in an effort 
to preserve the rivalry, the schools 
agreed to having their underclass-
men meet under the bright “Friday 
Night Lights”.

This contest was the brainchild 
of the Hoover and Glendale High 
School principals, Dr. Jennifer Earl 
and Dr. Benjamin Wolf, respectful-
ly. Dr. Wolf explained that this was 
to ensure that the students from both 
schools got to experience “this”, as 
he pointed to the home section of 

Rich Whittington

By Rich Whittington, MidValley Sports, http://midvalleysports.com
Special to Explosion. Originally printed on Nov. 18. 

the stadium. Dr. Wolf continued by 
saying that cancelling the game af-
fected not only the football teams, 
but also the band, the cheerleaders, 
and Homecoming court as well.

As the teams took 
the field, it became ob-
vious that everyone had 
completely bought in to 
this concept. The Glen-
dale players wore the 
varsity uniforms. Addi-
tionally, Glendale’s var-
sity coach, Cary Har-
ris, joined frosh/soph 
coach Hector Martinez 
as “Co-Coaches” for 
the evening’s contest. 
The teams even played 
12-minute quarters, 
which are traditionally 

reserved for varsity games.
Further adding to the experi-

ence, was the presence of the Glen-
dale varsity players, who were on 
the sidelines, supporting the under-
classmen that were on the field. As 
the game progressed, it was hard 
to tell who was more excited, the 
players in uniform, or the players 
that were cheering them on. At one 
point, I observed one of the varsi-
ty players congratulating his frosh/
soph counterpart, after the latter 
had successfully executed a play, 
“That’s the way!! I knew you had 
it in you!”

For their part, the Hoover 
players and coaches provided ex-
citement, spirit, and a formidable 
game plan. The Tornados showed 
grit and pride in the face of a spirit-
ed challenge. 

Congratulations to Hoover 
head coach Azad Herabidian and 
his team for their dedication and 
perseverance. This game did not 
serve to deter them in any way. In 
fact, I overheard one of the Hoover 
players telling his Glendale coun-
terpart, “Next year, the game is at 
our house.” 

This was football in its purest 
form. There was no title on the line, 
no playoff berth to fight for, no col-
lege scouts…and only one member 
of the media. Essentially, this was 
53 students, boys and girls, who 
chose to suit up and play the game.

In the end, the Glendale High 
School Nitros were victorious, 
winning by a score of 46-8. While 
this contest may not have been an 
exercise in perfection, it was per-
fect. It was perfect, simply, be-
cause it was played.

The Game Must Go OnGHS vs. Hoover Football Scores
GHS leads the series, 51-36-2



Hoover (Frosh-Soph) goes down hard, 46-8
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Homecoming Rally
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Homecoming Rally
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Homecoming Crowning

Ethan Aldrete is announced as the Homecoming King.

Mary Tio reacts to being named Homecoming Queen.Homecoming Queen Mary Tio and Homecoming King Ethan Aldrete.

The 2019 Homecoming Court

The Homecoming Court: front row from left-  Duchess Lindsay Doody, Duchess Destiny Givrad, Queen Mary Tio, Princess Geena Mueller, Princess 
Janet Louie, Princess Priscilla Legaspi, Princess Meleny Carvajal, Duchess Momo Guzman  Back row: Duke Preston Gonzalez, Duke Brandon 
Doronila, Prince Justin Montoya, Prince Stephan Karapetyan, King Ethan Aldrete, Prince Julian De Leon, Prince Marc Soriano, Duke Luke Johnson.
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Homecoming Dance
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Homecoming Dance


